Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ABIDJA 09702 131503Z 
44 

ACTION AF-08 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-OI SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 AID-05 
/070 W 

046098 

R 131 15 IZ OCT 76 
FM AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 595 
INFO AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY LOME 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 

UNCLAS ABIDJAN 9702 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, IV, CG 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT MOBUTU VISITS IVORY COAST 
REE: KINSHASA 8407 

1. PRESIDENT MOBUTU SESE SEKO OF CAIRE ARRIVED OCTOBER 

1 1 EROM TOGO AND SENEGAL FOR WHAT WAS ORIGINALLY PLANNED 
TO BE TWO-DAY PRIVATE VISIT TO IVORY COAST. MOBUTU 
FLEW DIRECTLY TO YAMOUSSOUKRO, HOUPHOUET-BOIGN'S HOME 
TOWN IN THE INTERIOR OF THE COUNTRY AND THE SITE PREFERRED 
BY THE GOIC PRESIUNT FOR HOLDING TALKS IN GREATER PRIVACY. 

2. MOBUTU WAS ACCOMPANIED BY A DELEGATION OF ABOUT FORTY 
PERSONS, INCLUDING SETI YALE AND MBUZE NSOMI, COUNSELORS 
TO THE GOZ PRESIDENCY, AND AMBASSADOR BOKOTA W'EKILA, 
DIRECTOR OF PROTOCOL AT THE PRESIDENCY. ON THE IVORIAN 
SIDE HOUPHOUET WAS ACCOMPANIED BY SIX MINISTERS NOTABLY 
INCLUDING MINISTER OF STATE FOR HEALTH JOHN BAPTISTE MOCKEY, 
AS WELL AS LOCAL OFFICIALS. FOREIGN MINISTER USHER WAS 

NOT PRESENT, ALTHOUGH HE RETURNED TO IVORY COAST 
FROM UNGA OCTOBER 9. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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3. IN PRESS STATEMENT ON ARRIVAL, MOBUTU SAID HIS 
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"VISIT OF FRIENDSHIP" WAS TO EXCHANGE VIEWS WITH 
HOUPHOUET ON INTERNATIONAL AND AFRICAN PROBLEMS AT A 
TIME WHEN AFRICA WAS FOREMOST IN WORLD HEADLINES. LOCAL 
PRESS WENT ON TO SPECUALTE THAT SOUTHERN AFRICA WAS 
CERTAINLY THE "BURNING SUBJECT" AND THAT ZAIRE AND 
IVORY COAST DO NOT HOLD F.TCD A MENTALLY DIFFERENT POSITIONS. 

4. MOBUTU AND HOUPHOUET ALSO TOOK TIME OUT FROM THEIR 
DISCUSSIONS TO VISIT THE PRESIDENTIAL PLANTATIONS AND 
OTHER AGRICULTURAL AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS IN THE "MODEL 
TOWN" OF YAMOUSSOUKRO. 

5. IN AN UNEXPECTED CHANGE OF PLANS, MOBUTU'S STAY IN 
IVORY COAST WAS PROLONGED FOR 24 HOURS WITH THE TWO 
PRESIDENTS TRAVELING TO ABIDJAN FOR THE LAST DAY. 

MOBUTU'S DEPARTURE NOW PLANNED FOR OCTOBER 14. COOKE 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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